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AUDITORIUM  

 

AUDITORIUM is a new film by visual artist Sophy Rickett with music by composer Ed 

Hughes. Sophy and Ed were co-commissioned by Photoworks, Glyndebourne and the De La 

Warr Pavilion to collaborate on a new work about Glyndebourne and have been working 

together on the film and music between 2005 and 2007.  

 

The primary subject of AUDITORIUM is the interior of Glyndebourne’s new opera house, 

designed by Michael Hopkins and Partners and opened in 1994. The building is a striking 

modernist landmark that both contrasts with and complements the rolling Sussex landscape 

that provides its setting. In responding to this building, and to Glyndebourne more generally, 

Sophy and Ed have been working towards a film language that expresses the complex 

relationship between moving imagery, music and sound. In this the two artists have been 

particularly inspired by plays of light that move across and transform the empty auditorium as 

the stage lighting is changed. The film and music dramatise Glyndebourne’s monumental 

architecture, and, although there is only one human figure in the film, its slow movements of 

light, shadow and machinery suggest some of the qualities of dance as they caress the vast 

building.  

 

In this music-only preview of elements of the work, a sense of the film’s structure should 

become apparent. The first section begins with the sounds of an orchestra tuning up, before 

moving towards gently pulsating textures. At times the music darkens and becomes 

contrapuntal as more instruments are added. In the middle of the work, there will be an 

electronic section, with singing voices. This section accompanies scenes in the grid that is 

located high up in the tower above the stage and is never seen by members of the audience. 

The closing part of the music is affirmative, and accompanies the film as it returns the 

spectator to the main area of the ‘auditorium’. 

 

The first presentation of the film with live music will be at Glyndebourne Opera House on 

Saturday 17 November 2007 with the Sussex Downs Youth Orchestra playing live, and 

electronic sounds, synchronised to a screening of the picture. The work will also be installed 

at the De La Warr Pavilion, Bexhill, as part of the exhibition Triple Echo, from 29 September 

2007 to 6 January 2008. 

 

AUDITORIUM is produced with the support of Arts Council England and the Foyle 

Foundation.  
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ED	HUGHES

AUDITORIUM

Music	to	the	film	AUDITORIUM	(2007)	by	Sophy	Rickett.	Commissioned	by	Glyndebourne	Opera,	Photoworks	and	the	De	La	Warr	Pavilion.
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Small	notes	correspond	to	distant	'virtual'	orchestra	[tape	part].
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VIRTUAL	ORCHESTRA:	AS	THOUGH	FROM	A	DISTANT	PART	OF	THE	BUILDING
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PAN	AROUND	TO	FL	FR
[BL	BR:	Slow	strings/percussion	(b.117ff	treated)]
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[BL	BR:	Slow	strings	and	percussion	(Bar	125ff	treated)]
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[BL	BR:	Feedback	-	spiralling	sounds]
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SINGING	VOICES	FROM	TAPE	ONLY:	PRINCIPAL	VOICES	(S1 	&	BAR	1 )	-	CIRCLING.	OTHERS	MORE	DISTANT	&	STATIC.
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[BL/BR:	'Delayed'	orchestra	with	panning	effect]
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