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Strike (1924) was Sergei Eisenstein’s first major silent film. Although less well 
known than Battleship Potemkin (1925) the film includes several often cited 
experiments with montage. The climax of the film is in the final reel, when the 
czarist soldiers chase the striking workers back to their tenements, and then 
pursue them to their deaths in a brutal massacre. 
 
I have written this score as a companion piece to my earlier score to 
Battleship Potemkin, which uses identical instrumentation. I have aimed at 
capturing and underlining the vitality and energy of Eisenstein’s film language 
and the way in which he tells the story in a series of six ‘acts’. In each part 
tensions rise, beginning with a relatively trivial case of injustice, which is then 
traced through to the final apocalyptic scene of oppression. 
 
I am interested in sharp contrasts between prepared electronic sound and live 
acoustic sound. I believe that a ‘dialectical’ use of these musical elements can 
make Eisenstein’s montage technique clearer and more accessible by 
highlighting its non-naturalistic approach. Therefore, in this score, the cutting 
between visual elements in several scenes is supported by a similar sharp 
cutting between acoustic and electronic motifs. 
 
The score was written with funding support from Arts Council England. 
First performance: 17 June 2007. Barbican Cinema. 
First performance of revised version: 12 November 2007, Atrium, British 
Library. 
The New Music Players conducted by Patrick Bailey. 
The New Music Players recorded the complete score for a commercial 
release of the film in 2007 by Tartan Video (TVD3742/1). 
 

Acknowledgements: 
Liz Webb, General Manager, New Music Players 

Arts Council England (South East) 
 

Instrumentation 
 

Flute (doubling piccolo) 
Clarinet in B flat and A 

Horn in F 
Trumpet in B flat, C and E flat 

Percussion – 1 player (see below for list) 
Piano 
Cello 

Double Bass 
 

Performance DVD [available from the composer] comprising: 
Picture synchronised to four channel sound track for diffusion (mixed with live 

sound), with fifth channel reserved for conductor’s click track. 
All screenings must be cleared by Contemporary Films in the UK. 

 
Duration: 87 minutes 

Percussion list: 
Marimba, Vibraphone, Glockenspiel, Tom-Toms (5), Snare Drum, Suspended Cymbal, Hi-hat Cymbal, 

Woodblock, Pedal Bass Drum, Orchestral Bass Drum, Melodica. 
Tam-Tam, 3 Timpani (29”, 26”, 23”). 
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ED HUGHES

STRIKE
to The New Music Players
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˙ ≈ œ# œ œb œ œ ™ œ œb ™
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‰
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Ó œb œ œ œ Œ Ó Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œb Œ Ó

œ ™ œ œ œ œb œ œ œ œ œ ˙ ≈ œ# œ œb œ œ ™ œ œb ™
œ ˙# ≈ œn œn œ# œn œ# œn œb œ œ œb ™

œœœœœœ œœœœœœ œœœœœœ
Ó œœœœœœ œœœœœœ œœœœœœ

ÓÓ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœœœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœbb œœœ
‰ œœœ œœœ œœ
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œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ

œœœœœœ œœœœœœ œœœœœœ ÓÓ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœœœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœbb œœœ ‰
œœœ œœœ œœ

œ ‰ œœœœœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœœœœ œœœœœœ œœœœœœ œœœœœœ œœœœœœ

œ œ œ Ó œ œ œ œb œ œ œ œ œ
œ œb ‰ œ

œ œ ‰ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œn œ œ
Ó

œ œ œ œ œ œ œb œ œ œ œ ‰
œb œ œ ‰

œb œ œ œ œ œ
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Œ œœ œ# œn Ó Ó œ œ# œn œŒ Œ ≈ œ# œ œ# œœ‰ œ# œn œœ w
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‰
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œ œ# œ œb œœœ œ œn œ œb œ# œ œ# œn ˙ ™ œ œ œ# œ# œ# œ œ œ# œ# œ œ œ# œ# œ# œ œ œ# œ# œ# œn œ œ# œ# œ œ ˙
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œœœœœ## œœœœœ œœœœœ œœœœœ œœœœœ## œœœœœ œœœœœ œœœœœ

ww œœœœœ## œœœœœ œœœœœ œœœœœ œœœœœ## œœœœœ œœœœœ œœœœœ

œ œ œ# œ# œ# œn œ œ# œ# r ‰™ œ œ# œ# œn Ó Œ ‰ œn œ# œ# œ œ œ# œ# œ# œ œ œ# œ# œ œ œ# œ#

œ œ œ# œ# œ# œn œ œ# œ# r ‰™ œ œ œ œn Ó Œ ‰ œn œ# œ# œ œ œ# œ# œ# œ œ œ# œ œ œ œ# œ#
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œ œ œb œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
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œœœœœJ
œœœœœ## ™™™™™ œœœœœ ™™™™™ œœœœœJ
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œœœœœ
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